
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 9, 2016 

   

Hon. Carl E. Heastie 

Speaker of the Assembly 

LOB 932 

Albany, NY 12248 

 

Hon. Steve Englebright 

Chair, Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee 

LOB 621  

Albany, NY 12248 

 

Hon. John Flanagan 

Senate Majority Leader  

Room 330, State Capitol Building 

Albany , NY 12247 

 

Dear Speaker Heastie, Assemblyman Englebright and Senator Flanagan: 

 

We write to you with regard to important concerns about the drinking water supply of 

Long Island’s 3 million residents.  It has been literally decades since a major regional 

investigation of groundwater conditions has been conducted.  Now, numerous trends are 

culminating to create a picture of both groundwater quality and quantity declines that 

afflict Nassau County and areas along its borders - - e.g., western Long Island.  

 

The sustainability of Long Island’s drinking water supply may be at a tipping point, in 

that it appears that it is threatened by issues such as possible irreversible salt water 

intrusion, nitrogen contamination, reduced groundwater recharge, and the migration of 

industrial contamination plumes. Our water resource managers and policymakers need 

detailed scientific information and dynamic resource management tools to help them 

respond to these growing, and changing, threats to Long Island’s long-term sustainability.  

 

We face mounting threats from toxic contamination.  For more than five years, Long 

Islanders have read about the most toxic superfund site in the state, the Navy/Grumman 

site in Bethpage, Nassau County.  It has taken intervention by U.S. Senator Charles 

Schumer to prevent contamination of more drinking water wells down gradient from the 

current plume.  Nassau County has approximately 150 superfund sites, the most of any 

county in New York State.  Suffolk has over 100 sites. Recently, The New York Times 

Magazine (January 6, 2016)
1
 published an extensive expose on the release of a toxic 

industrial chemical, PFOA into the drinking water of West Virginia, which killed animals 

and humans exposed to it in drinking water or exposed by working around it.  The article 

noted that Nassau County was a location where high levels of PFOA are present in the 

drinking water in amounts higher than those discovered in West Virginia.  In addition, 

Suffolk County and to a lesser degree Nassau County is confronted with nitrogen loading 

                                                           
1
 Nathaniel Rich, “The Lawyer Who Became DuPont’s Worst Nightmare,” The New York Times Magazine, 

January 6, 2016.   

 

WESTERN LONG ISLAND AQUIFER COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 864 
Port Washington, NY 11050 
Tel: 516/767.9151  Fax: 516/883.2066 
An extension of the Manhasset Neck and Great Neck Aquifer Committee formed to address regional issues 

 



to groundwater that has resulted fish kills and coastal water impairment, and which 

requires increasing levels of treatment by water suppliers. 

 

As an island, Long Island is vulnerable to saltwater intrusion.  Saltwater is advancing 

toward both the north and south shores of Nassau County, putting a number of drinking 

water wells at risk of irreversible chloride contamination.  Nassau is experiencing 

significant saltwater intrusion into all three of its aquifers, even the Lloyd Aquifer.  It has 

been decades since a fresh look at this regional problem has been undertaken, and with 

the rapid rise in sea level due to climate change, we must seriously address the potential 

that intrusion may be much closer to essential public water supply wells than we know. 

Recent discoveries of saltwater advances suggest that this is in fact the case.  

 

Groups such as LICAP and the Nassau County Water Resource Board have recently been 

formed to bring expert minds together to combat these threats, and New York State has 

committed $5 million to the Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan. These groups are 

hamstrung by a lack of critical data, such as the current location of the saltwater interface 

that threatens our coastal supply wells, and the tools to effectively shape new 

management plans and policy.  

 

We, the undersigned, urge the NYS Legislature to act now to fund the management 

tool described in  “Analysis of the Hydrogeologic Framework, Groundwater 

Availability and Water –Supply Sustainability of Western Long Island,” prepared 

by Frederick Stumm and Paul E. Misut of the USGS.  The study will yield a publicly 

accessible, predictive modeling tool, built on current scientific data, providing Long 

Island water suppliers and policymakers the information they need to respond to these 

growing threats and to manage the long term health of our shared water supply.  The 

benefits of such a tool cannot be over-stated.  

 

The project will take 2.5 years and cost $3.2 million dollars. This investment will save 

taxpayers from the penalties of higher water treatment costs, well abandonment and 

relocation, and the compounding health impacts that are associated with water 

contamination. We are asking that the state fund this project so that it can be initiated this 

calendar year. We need your help to make this project happen.  Long Island can no longer 

function without a detailed and accurate picture of what is happening to our groundwater 

and why. It is not economically feasible for the suppliers to fund the study on their own. 

Please be our advocates and secure this funding.   

 

A copy of the proposal is attached.   

 

Thank you.   

 

Cc: Nassau County Senate Delegation and Nassau County Assembly Majority Delegation  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Nassau County 

Legislator Judy  Jacobs  

Nassau County Legislature 

 

Legislator Delia DeRiggi-Whitton  

Nassau County Legislature 

 

Legislator C. William Gaylor III 

Nassau County Legislature 

 



 

Nassau County (Cont.) 

Legislator Laura Curran 

Nassau County Legislator 
 

Legislator Steven D. Rhoads 

Nassau County Legislature  

 

Legislator Ellen W. Birnbaum  

Nassau County Legislator 
 

Legislator Kevan Abrahams 

Nassau County Legislature 

 

Legislator Siela Bynoe 

Nassau County Legislature 

 

Legislator Carrie Solages 

Nassau County Legislature 

 

Town of North Hempstead 

Supervisor 

Judi Bosworth 
 

Council Members 

Viviana L. Russell 

Peter J. Zuckerman 

Angelo P. Ferrara  

Anna M. Kaplan 

Lee R. Seeman  

Dina M. De Giorgio 

 

The City of Long Beach  

Len Torres, City Council President  

Anthony Eramo, City Council Vice-President  

Eileen J. Goggin, City Council Member 

Scott J. Mandel, City Council Member  

Anissa D. Moore, City Council Member 

Jack Schnirman, City Manager 

 

 

Long Island Water Conference  

Paul J. Granger, P.E. Chair of Legislative Affairs 

 

Port Washington Water District  

Commissioners: 

David Brackett 

Peter Meyer 

Mindy Germain 

Superintendent 

Paul J. Granger, P.E. 

 

Inc. Village of Sands Point 

Supt. of Water 

Brian J. Gunderson 

http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16766/default.aspx
http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16768/default.aspx
http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16770/default.aspx
http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16772/default.aspx
http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16774/default.aspx
http://www.northhempstead.com/content/16253/16764/16776/default.aspx


Water Commissioner 

Daniel Scheyer 

 

Roslyn Water District 

Commissioners  

Michael J. Kosinski 

William Costigan 

Sanford E. Kline 

Superintendent 

Richard J Passariello 

Superintendent 

 

Water Authority of Great Neck North 

Board of Directors 

Gregory C. Graziano, Superintendent 

 

 

 

Manhasset Lakeville Water District 

Commissioners 

Donald T. O'Brien 

Brian J.Morris 

Mark S. Sauvigne 

Superintendent 

Manhasset Lakeville Water District (cont.) 

Paul J. Schrader, P. E. 

 

Village of Lake Success 

Ronald S. Cooper 

Mayor 

& Board of Trustees 

 

Village of Great Neck Plaza 

Jean A. Celender 

Mayor 

& Board of Trustees 

 

Village of Flower Hill  

Elaine Phillips 

Mayor 

& Board of Trustees 

 

Village of Great Neck Estates 

Mayor Fox 

& Board of Trustees 

 

Village of Manorhaven 

Michelle Roper, Environmental Representative 

 

City of Long Beach 

Scott Bochner, Long Beach Environmental Board member 

 

Village of Lloyd Harbor 

Emily May, Lloyd Harbor Conservation Board Member 

 



Residents For A More Beautiful Port Washington 

Chairman: Curtis V. Trinko 

Executive Director: Mindy Germain 

Co-Presidents:  Dan Donatelli and Rick Krainin 

Executive Committee and Board of Directors 

 

Sierra Club, Long Island Group 

Bill Stegemann, Conservation Chair 

Sustainable Long Island 

President Charlotte Biblow Board President 

Executive Director Ann Fangmann 

 

North Shore Land Alliance 

Lisa W. Ott, President 
 

Grassroots Environmental Education 

Executive Director Patti Wood 

 

Water for Long Island 

Members 

Barbara Sullivan-Parry 

Rea Schnittman 

 

Center for Water Resources Management at NYIT 

Sarah Meyland 

 

North Shore Audubon Society  

Co-President  

Joyce Bryk   

 

South Shore Audubon Society  

Betty Borowsky 

President  

and board of directors 

Carmans River Watershed Trust Fund 

Karen Blumer, Vice President, Open Space Council 

 

Reach Out America 

Patricia Katz, Green Committee Chair 

 

All Our Energy 

Long Beach, NY 

George Povall 

President 
 

Operation Splash 

Rob Weltner, President  

 

Farmingdale Chamber of Commerce 

Beth Mignone, President  

 



Port Washington Parks Conservancy 

Chair Jennifer Wilson Pines 

 

League of Women Voters of Nassau County Inter-League Organization 

LWV of Central Nassau 

LWV of East Nassau 

LWV of Long Beach 

LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset 

LWV of Southwest Nassau 

 

Coalition of Nassau Civic Associations 

 

Friends of Long Island 

 

Rocky Point Civic Association 

Officer Dr. Charles T. Bevington,  

 

Point Lookout Civic Association 

Matthew Brennan 

President 

& Board and Residents 

 

Lido Homes Civic Association, Inc.  

Darlene Haut, President 

Board of Directors 

 

Central LI Surfrider Foundation  

Marvin Weiss 

ViceChair 

& Board of Directors  

 

Northside Civic Association 

Bethpage, NY  
Vice President 

Sandra D’Arcangelo 

& Board of Directors 

 

North and Central Merrick Civic Associations 

Jessica A. Chambers 

Claudia Borecky  

 

Manorhaven Action Committee 

 

Individuals: 

Lisa de Guzman, Lloyd Harbor, NY  

McKim de Guzman, Lloyd Harbor, NY   

Phebe de Guzman, Lloyd Harbor, NY  

Brenda Reiss, LWV Huntington, NY 

Barry Reiss, LWV Huntington, NY 

Nuno Faisca , Bellmore,  NY 

Barbara Sims, Nassau County   

Patricia Fuchs, Huntington, NY 

Erica Waterman, Huntington, NY 

Bill Seevers, Environmental Technology Group, Hauppauge NY. 

Gina Mormile, Lloyd Neck NY 



Ellyn Pflug, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724.   

Barbara Carey, Lloyd Neck, NY 11743 

Julia de Guzman, Lloyd Harbor, NY 11743 

Sandra Reilly, Lloyd Harbor, NY 11743 

Paul Basso 

Peter and Virginia Murphy, Lloyd Harbor, NY 12743 

Mark Underwood Lloyd Harbor,  NY 

 

 

 
 
 

 


